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(barbarians); and it keeps orthodox Hindus in a state of suppressed revolt. One centre of the insidious agitation is the fell goddess Kali's shrine near Calcutta; another is Puna, which has for centuries been a stronghold of the clannish M&ratha Brahmans. Eailways have given a mighty impetus to religion by facilitating access to places of pilgrimage; the post office keeps disaffected elements in touch; and English has become a lingua franca.
While Brahminism, if it dared, could proclaim a religious war, it has powerful enemies within the hierarchy. A desire for social recognition is universal It was the Patricians' refusal to intermarry with Plebeians that caused the great constitutional struggles of Ancient Borne. Many of the lowest castes are rebelling against Brahmin arrogance. They have waxed rich by growing lucrative staples, and a strong minority are highly educated. Mystical sects have already thrown off the priestly yoke. But caste is by no means confined to races of Indian blood. What is the snobbery which degrades our English character but the Indo-G-erman Sudra's reverence for his Brahmin? The Europeans constitute a caste which possesses some solidarity against "natives/1 and they have spontaneously adopted these anti-social distinctions. At the apex stand